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OUR EVOLVING CIVILIZATION

table, which shows how they have increased during the later years of

the industrial age.

TOWNS IN THE RUHR COALFIELD AND VICINITY
(Population in thousands)

Town
	1939
	J9IO
	1871
	Ratio
 i<w mi

Essen   .       .   .
	659
	295
	52
	12.5

Dusseldorf ....................... Dortmund .....................
	* 539 537
	359 214
	69
 H
	7.7
 12

Duisburg  Hamborn .......
	431
	330
	33
	13

WtiDpertal ......
	398
	339
	145
	3

Gelscnkirchen
	313
	170
	8
	40

Bochum
	303
	137
	21
	14

Obcrhauscn .
	191
	90
	13
	14

Krefeld ........... . ................
	169
	129
	57
	3

Hagen  .............................
	151
	89
	20
	7.5

Solingon   ....................
	138
	49*
	?
	?

Remsclieid ...................
	103
	72
	22
	4.5


	
	
	
	

*In 1905
Thus the towns of the Ruhr region have increased about ten times
in their population since 1871. Since the nuclei of these towns were only
about five miles apart at the start of the industrial age, it is obvious that
they must now have begun to crowd each other in many areas* From
Duisburg to the north-east as far as Herne, along the famous Rhine-
Ems Canal, there is now practically one "conurbation." So also along
the southern belt of factories, based originally on the local iron ore,
there is almost another "conurbation/' extending from Dusseldorf to
Hagen up the rather narrow Wupper valley in part (Fig, 72). At the
eastern end of these two conurbations is the huge centre of Dortmund
and this city will soon link with Horde and Hagen* Hence we may see
(if the RAF. have not destroyed the region too completely) ultimately
produced a somewhat ring-shaped conurbation due to the linking of
the two present-day groups already specified.
There is little if anything to be said for these conurbations as a
feature in our civilization, They consist of square miles of smoky
factories, usually destroying the adjacent countryside through the sooty
pall which settles thereon. The workers live in monotonous grids of
mean streets, and too often have neither the time, energy, nor capital,
which would enable them to improve their environment. It is quite